
The Lilly Fellows Program in 
Humanities and the Arts seeks to 
strengthen the quality and shape 
the character of church-related 
institutions of higher learning. 
Three closely related initiatives 
have been designed to accomplish 
this mission: a National Network 
of Church-Related Colleges 
and Universities that sponsors 
a wide variety of activities and 
publications that explore the 
Christian character of the academic 
vocation; a Graduate Fellowship 
Program that supports graduate 
students who are exploring 
vocations in church-related higher 
education, and the two-year, 
residential Postdoctoral Teaching 
Fellowship. As of 2019-2020 
the Program has awarded eighty 
two-year postdoctoral fellowships 
to teacher-scholars who seek to 
renew and enrich their intellectual 
and spiritual lives while preparing 
for teaching and leadership roles 
at institutions of church-related 
higher education. Fellows teach in 
the honors college (Christ College) 
and departments of the College of 
Arts and Sciences at Valparaiso 
University. In addition, Fellows 
conduct scholarship or creative 
work, participate in a two-year 
colloquium, and interact with 
representatives from a national 
network of 100 church-related 
colleges and universities.
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Jillian Snyder earned her PhD in English Literature from the University of 
Notre Dame in May 2019. She has held fellowships from Notre Dame’s 
Presidential Fellowship, the Mellon Foundation, the American Friends of 
the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust, and the Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council of Canada (SSHRCC).

In both Jillian’s research and teaching, she is animated by the capacity of 
emotion to cultivate forms of attention. Her current book project, Sincere 
Performances: The Affective Scripts of Pulpit and Stage in Post-Reformation 
England, explores the impact of the Protestant Reformation on the emotional 
lives of English people. The project analyzes how the pulpit and stage, two 
of the predominant cultural influencers, imparted a series of affective scripts 
to their respective audiences. These scripts endowed bodily responses with 
meaning by treating them as physical signs of spiritual transformation. Each 
chapter analyzes a separate affect—weeping, trembling, blushing, sighing, 
and laughing—and the means by which English Protestants interpreted and 
practiced it. Jillian has expanded this project to examine cross-confessionalism 
within early modern devotional poetry. A forthcoming article from Studies in 
Philology elucidates how weeping paved the way for the popularity of Jesuit 
Robert Southwell’s verse among Protestant readers. Her continued interest 
in spiritual experience extends to a second project exploring the shifting 
psychology of temptation following the Reformation. 

This interest in attention also extends to her teaching. Jillian’s pedagogy 
guides students toward habits of reading that attend to selves as much as texts. 
While at Notre Dame, she partnered with the university’s Center for Social 
Concerns to design a service-learning course called “The Stories We Tell.” In 
this writing-intensive course, students volunteered weekly at an off-campus 
Shakespeare Club, working alongside local school students as they prepared 
for a monologue competition. Class assignments highlighed traditional skills 
such as rhetorically analyzing a monologue. But they also focused on practical 
ones such as writing reflective narratives about a Shakespeare Club member, 
which were used for grant proposals. 

Since 2008, Jillian has taught diverse student bodies at a variety of institutions, 
ranging from small liberal arts colleges to large research universities. For three 
years, she served as Chair of the ESL Program at Trinity Western University, 
where she developed both the pre-Master’s Program for international students 
in Composition and Research as well as the core curriculum for a partner 
institution in Istanbul, Turkey. At Notre Dame, she was selected as the Graduate 
Student Assistant Director for the University Writing Program in which she 
mentored graduate instructors in best teaching practices. 

Jillian also maintains an active commitment to community outreach and public 
humanities. She participated in “Apocalyptic Visions: Aesthetics, Apocalypse, 
and Catastrophic Climate Change,” a day-long, cross-disciplinary symposium 
that brought humanities scholars together with community members to discuss 
climate change and the arts. She also works as a scholar-facilitator for Indiana 
Humanities’ Next Indiana Campfires program, which promotes encounters 
with nature and literature to spark conversations among Hoosiers about their 
state’s future. 


